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“The borders of the EU can be regarded as fuzzy because they produce
interfaces or intermediate spaces between the inside and the outside of the .
polity. This conceptualisation of borders can be thought of as an
exstention up to the periphery of the decentrelized and multi-layered
nature of the’horizontal’ dimension of a me}&@dgrlc\eif?plre... Fuzzy
borders are moving zones and they can easily be crossed by persons,
goods, capital and ideas. As a consequence, their permeabilty and
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tnotion of the Weﬁgh,alian nation-state based on the key and self-defining
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inside/outside distinctions™ (2000: 393).
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“Our study suggests that sta‘cg;_ggntrﬁd.mp‘g{ggfctives and discourses

oversimplify the densely experiential quality with which borders are

perceived and their heterogeneity. In an interdisciplinary, multi-stranded
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qualitative research on the Irish border... [T]he state border was

perceived as a fluctuating area of danger and economic opportunity. To
the extent that it was perceived to impact at all on identity, it was on the
moral and cultural content of identity rather than its national form, on the
mode in which national and ethno-religious categories were lived rather

than on those categories themselves” (Todd et al., 2005).
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“Boundaries have always been a central concern of studies of urban and
national communities. Indeed, following Durkheim (1965), communities

have been defined by their internal segmentation as much as by their




external perimeter. They also pinpoint the extent to which national
| identity, like nation building, is defined relationally and emerges from

@ dynamic processes of interaction and negotiation between local and
(’”\ "

N \ national forces... Territorial borders have come to be conceived as

B,

/ﬁj\ \:) }interstitial zones that produce liminality and creolization” (2002).
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